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MINISTERS 
JOHN ALLEN CHALK 
Lo cal Evangelist 
809 Byrd Drive 
STANLEY SHIPP 
Associate Minister 
1801 De/wood 
September 4, 1969 
Mr. James T. Richardson 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Georgia 
Dear Mr. Richardson: 
The attached questionnaire will explain why I was not able to 
enroll in Columbia Seminary this fall as I had planned. The 
decision was made on a Sunday night at 10:30 before the packers 
and movers were due the next morning. Need I ess to say , th e 
decision in vo lved a great emotional trauma for our entire family. 
We had al I looked forward to our move to Atlanta, and I had 
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I hope that my decision has not bee n too much of an inconven-
ience. You and the school cooperated in every way. Nothing 
you did or failed to do influenced this negative decision. In 
fact, everything was positive and encouraging. Thank you so 
much for al lowing me to apply and accepting me as a student 
at Columbia. The future may ye t hold, as God wills, the oppor-
tunity for me to work with you and your faculty. 
Sincerely yours, 
John Allen Chalk 
JAC:hm 
Enclosure 
ELDERS 
HO YT BLODGETT 
BOB BRANCH 
8. G. CLINTON 
FOSTER COX 
W. L. FLETCHER 
DAVID FRY 
JAY GLAZE 
A. L. HADDOX 
BOB HART 
H. E. HART 
JIM HARPER 
ROY LEWIS 
NEAL McLESKEY 
LEROY NORMAN 
J.M. PATTER SON 
CLIFF RITCHEY 
LEWIS SMITH 
W. C. SMITH 
R. W. VARNER 
A.A. WADE 
.. -
C!.htlumhict '<rrlrtirlirgitctl ,§ mimtrt.t 
~ttahtt, <!&t1trgia. .;lllll~n 
Mr. John Allen Chalk 
8 09 Byrd Drive 
Abilene, Texas 79601 
Dear Mr . Chalk : 
July 18, 1969 
I am indeed sorry that you have chosen not to study with us at 
Columbia Seminary during the coming year. I feel that you would have 
been a definite asset to our seminary community, and I regret losing you. 
Columbia Seminary engages in a constant process of inquiry and 
evaluation, seeking to contribute to and improve theological education in 
the contemporary world. In measuring our effectiveness we regularly seek 
evaluations from our students, our alumni, churches, and outside specialists . 
It occurs to me that we can learn something more from that small but select 
group of persons who might have studied at Columbia Seminary but chose not 
to do so. 
I would like to ask a favor of you. Are you willing to tell us the 
reasons for not coming to Columbia by completing the enclosed questionaire? 
A return envelope is enclosed for your convenience. 
Please note that we are not challenging your judgment. We do not 
assume that Columbia Seminary is the best choice £or everyone, and we 
recognize that you have good reasons for your decision . But, we think that 
you can help us learn something about ourselves. 
It would be most helpful to m e if you would answer briefly the questions 
enclosed, and I would be most grateful for the time expended . Best wishes to 
you in the days ah e ad. 
JTR :mf 
Enclosure 
Sincerely, 
Richardson 
Director of Admissions 
